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Comments – 8th Wings Family Day 
St. Patrick’s Day Theme  
Penitentiary of Santa Fe  
March 23, 2019 
Santa Fe, NM 

 
The 8th Wings Family Day at the Penitentiary of Santa Fe was held on March 23, 2019. There 
were 14 children, 8 teens, 48 adult family members, 24 inmates, 3 inmate band members and 7 
inmate helpers, and 28 volunteers from 21 congregations and 8 Correctional staff who were 
registered to attend.   

The Chaplain and staff worked quickly to process all the volunteers the day of the Family Day. 
The volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day. The inmate helpers had done 
a wonderful job of organizing the many donated books and magazines very attractively, and 
had also made a lovely sign welcoming everyone to the Wings Family Day. 

Prior to the start of the Family Day, Wings Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet led the group in mixer 
games where everyone got to bounce balloons on tarps, step on the tarps, and the children had a 
“Balloon Pop” to see who could pop the balloon the fastest. 

Chaplain Kevin Everett opened the Family Day in prayer.  We started with the traditional “Praise 
Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. This allowed everyone to move a lot, and also 
laugh.  

The praise band from Sonrise Church in Albuquerque, along with three inmate band members, led 
everyone in joyous singing.  They were fantastic! Percussion instruments were distributed to every-
one and we all enjoyed moving to the beat, singing along, and shaking our instruments to add to 
the music.  It was so much fun to see the outside and inside band play together like they had been 
a group for years. 

The Bible story was the Prodigal Son.  Homer Gonzales, the retired NMCD Director of Volunteer 
Services and Faith-based Programs and also band guitar player, was God, the Father. Chaplain 
Everett played the “younger son” – the Prodigal, and band leader/singer Ervin Lucero played 
the “older son”.   

The younger son demanded that his father distribute all his wealth to the two sons.  The younger 
son spends all his money on “wild women”, “cards”, and even tried to take food from the pigs 
when he was hungry.  He finally decides to go home to his father.  His father sees him, runs to him, 
and tells the servants to bring the “fatted calf” and his best robe and slippers to celebrate the son 
who was lost and now was found. 

Many played the parts of the dancing women, card players, pigs and pig herders, and the 
servant and fatted calf.  The audience responded with, “Hi Day” when the younger son was 
mentioned, or “What about me?” when the older son was mentioned.  

Everyone enjoyed being part of the story.  When we finished, Chaplain Everett reflected on the 
story and helped us realize that God will always welcome us home, no matter how many mistakes 
we have made, if we sincerely turn to Him. 



Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

We were blessed to have Homer Gonzales, the retired NMCD Director of Volunteer Services and 
Faith-based Programs, who shared with the families how important they were to successful 
reintegration.  Retired Prison Chaplain Paul Collins, who had been a Chaplain at the Penitentiary, 
as well as at CNMCF in Los Lunas, was also a volunteer and shared some of his thoughts with the 
families.  Leticia Chavez-Paulette is the new NMCD Director of Volunteer Services and Faith-
based Programs.  Leticia shared some of her story, as she was a former inmate and now has this 
powerful position with corrections.  What a powerful role model she was for everyone to see, 
hear, and meet! Mary Briggs shared about the Thresholds Mentoring Program that she also 
volunteers for, and the Chaplain shared about programs available in the prison.   

During this time the men were busy making cards and book markers with their children and 
grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and 
recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes 
for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived. Everyone played a “Get to Know You 
St. Patrick’s Day BINGO” game.  Questions were asked and a BINGO card was filled in with 
names of people in each group.  When someone could answer the question, an X was marked on 
the card.  BINGO was played until a group won a full-card BINGO.  Everyone had so much fun 
and they didn’t want to stop, even though a group had won. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the gym with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

 

Additional Comments: 

 "I want to thank Wings for life for a great family day in Santa Fe this weekend! We appreciate 

all you guys do. You all are the best💕" Brenda Vigil-Sedillo 

“I want to thank you again for bringing the Family Day to PNM. We had a wonderful time, and I 
know it was a blessing to the men and their families. One of the helpers, who didn't have family 
at the event, said he felt like he had a visit from family by just taking part in the activities. I know 
we will see the fruit of these efforts for a long time to come. 

Many blessings, Kevin Everett, Chaplain” 

“My husband was one of your volunteers at PNM LEVEL 2 and wanted to say thank you for a 
wonderful day. Thank you for making a difference.” Valerie Aguirre 

 


